
5/28/13 ‘Sweet Soul Music,’ on PBS, Captures a 1967 Concert by the Stax/Volt Revue - NYTimes.com

www.nytimes.com/2009/01/03/arts/television/03soul.html?_r=2&adxnnl=1&adxnnlx=1369747614-85HTjxP5Is1/RVi9WhqtFg 1/3

Search All NYTimes.com
 

Search TV Shows, Movies and People

 What's On This Week Media Decoder TV Listings
More in Television

Connect With
Us on Twitter
Follow
@nytimesarts for
arts and
entertainment
news.
Arts Twitter List: Critics, Reporters
and Editors

A sortable calendar of noteworthy
cultural events in the New York
region, selected by Times critics.

Go to Event Listings »

Enlarge This Image

MUSIC

Bill Carrier, Courtesy of Stax Records
Otis Redding performing in Oslo at the Stax/Volt Revue tour of Europe in 1967. Black-and-white footage of the concert will
be shown on PBS.

A New PBS Special Revisits the Stax/Volt Revue’s 1967
European Tour
By JON PARELES
Published: January 2, 2009

Seeing the brash Southerners who forged Memphis soul music at Stax
Records must have been a startling experience for audiences on the
1967 Stax/Volt Revue tour of Europe.

Dapper and raw, hard-working and
audacious, rooted in gospel while
exulting in sensuality, Stax stars like
Otis Redding and Sam & Dave were
song-and-dance men who knew how
to bring audiences to their feet. Their
band — Booker T. and the M.G.’s plus
the Mar-Keys as the horn section —
was racially integrated and musically
unstoppable.

The black-and-white concert footage of “Sweet Soul Music:
Stax Live in Europe 1967,” to be shown Monday at 8 p.m.
on WLIW (Channel 21) and nationwide on PBS in March,
is a chance to see Stax’s soul men at their youthful peak;
Redding would die in a plane crash later in 1967. The
concert also shows African-American culture raising a
ruckus on staid foreign turf.

The Obamacare
Shock

Nonprofit
Applicants
Chafing at I.R.S.
Tested Political
Limits

Log In With Facebook

MOST EMAILED RECOMMENDED FOR YOU

Log in to see what your friends are sharing on
nytimes.com. Privacy Policy | What’s This?

What’s Popular Now 

What's On Tonight
Station 8:00 PM 8:30 PM 9:00 PM 9:30 PM 10:00 PM 10:30 PM

ABC

Extreme Weight Loss New Body of Proof
New

Local
Programming

CBS

NCIS NCIS: Los
Angeles

Brooklyn DA New Local
Programming

NBC

The Voice New The Voice Live The Office Local
Programming

FOX

So You Think You Can Dance New Local
Programming

1. Ants Are Not Just Food to Pitcher Plant

2. TEXAS MONTHLY
A Long Way From Church Street but Still in
Sync

3. NEW MUSIC
New Albums by Laura Marling, Terence
Blanchard, Frankie J and Cecile McLorin
Salvant

HOME PAGE TODAY'S PAPER VIDEO MOST POPULAR TIMES TOPICS

Television
WORLD U.S. N.Y. / REGION BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY SCIENCE HEALTH SPORTS OPINION ARTS STYLE TRAVEL JOBS REAL ESTATE AUTOS

RECOMMEND

TWITTER

LINKEDIN

SIGN IN TO E-
MAIL

PRINT

REPRINTS

SHARE

View Complete TV Listings »

MORE IN TELEVISION (1 OF 30 ARTICLES)

Television Review: Never a CrimeFree
Moment
Read More »

Subscribe: Digital / Home Delivery Log In  Register Now  Help

http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/television&pos=Middle1C&sn2=33a8cba9/33d90e88&sn1=a0841e58/f829d125&camp=ING_DirectSiteSearch13-1850637-nyt1&ad=DirectSiteSearch12.ROS.FEB.dart88x31&goto=http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/N3282.nytimes.comSD6440/B7326326.2;sz=88x31;pc=nyt202539A325775;ord=2013.05.28.13.27.11?
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/arts/television/whatson-thisweek.html
http://mediadecoder.blogs.nytimes.com/
http://tvlistings.nytimes.com/tvlistings/ZCGrid.do?aid=nyt
http://twitter.com/#!/nytimesarts
http://twitter.com/#!/nytimesarts
http://twitter.com/#!/nytimesarts
https://twitter.com/nytimesarts/nyt-culture/members
http://www.nytimes.com/events/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/events/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/events/index.html
javascript:pop_me_up2('http://www.nytimes.com/imagepages/2009/01/03/arts/03soul_CA2.ready.html','03soul_CA2_ready_html','width=720,height=584,scrollbars=yes,toolbars=no,resizable=yes')
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/p/jon_pareles/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/r/otis_redding/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/p/public_broadcasting_service/index.html?inline=nyt-org
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/27/opinion/krugman-the-obamacare-shock.html?src=ISMR_AP_LO_MST_FB
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/27/us/politics/nonprofit-applicants-chafing-at-irs-tested-political-limits.html?pagewanted=all&src=ISMR_AP_LO_MST_FB
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/mostpopular.html
http://www.nytimes.com/recommendations
http://www.nytimes.com/privacy
http://www.nytimes.com/packages/html/timespeople/faq/social/
http://tvlistings.nytimes.com/tv/extreme-weight-loss-david-and-rebecca/EP013965050018?aid=nyt
http://tvlistings.nytimes.com/tv/body-of-proof-daddy-issues/EP012795410040?aid=nyt
http://tvlistings.nytimes.com/tv/ncis-detour/EP006819110236?aid=nyt
http://tvlistings.nytimes.com/tv/ncis-los-angeles-dead-body-politic/EP011583610078?aid=nyt
http://tvlistings.nytimes.com/tv/brooklyn-da/EP017164590001?aid=nyt
http://tvlistings.nytimes.com/tv/the-voice-recap-live-top-8-performances/EP013657560093?aid=nyt
http://tvlistings.nytimes.com/tv/the-voice-live-eliminations/EP013657560091?aid=nyt
http://tvlistings.nytimes.com/tv/the-office-finale/EP007261330201?aid=nyt
http://tvlistings.nytimes.com/tv/so-you-think-you-can-dance-auditions-no-3/EP007517000223?aid=nyt
http://ad.afy11.net/ad?c=YOZrLv7ZgUSV%20bbFgDOdpqpCjMwnAAAApwmmKcqgyGiX8FGbRWkMiYKwomtmuQGnCScTYM9BIbSdxMTMae4iaSu2zQLd0HMD!http://clk.pointroll.com/bc/?a=1755343&c=1&i=C7DD0400-1439-401F-020C-AE50000F0100&clickurl=http://www.hudsonyardsnewyork.com/the-story/aia-exhibition
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/28/science/ants-are-not-just-food-to-pitcher-plant.html?src=recg
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/26/us/lovett-and-keen-from-front-porch-to-texas-concert-partners.html?src=recg
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/26/us/lovett-and-keen-from-front-porch-to-texas-concert-partners.html?src=recg
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/28/arts/music/new-albums-by-laura-marling-terence-blanchard-frankie-j-and-cecile-mclorin-salvant.html?src=recg
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/28/arts/music/new-albums-by-laura-marling-terence-blanchard-frankie-j-and-cecile-mclorin-salvant.html?src=recg
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/todayspaper/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/video
http://www.nytimes.com/mostpopular
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/television/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/health/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/style/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/travel/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/jobs/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/realestate/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html
javascript:void(0);
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/03/arts/television/03soul.html?_r=2&adxnnl=1&adxnnlx=1369747614-85HTjxP5Is1/RVi9WhqtFg&pagewanted=print
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/03/arts/television/03soul.html?_r=2&adxnnl=1&adxnnlx=1369747614-85HTjxP5Is1/RVi9WhqtFg#
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/03/arts/television/03soul.html?_r=2&adxnnl=1&adxnnlx=1369747614-85HTjxP5Is1/RVi9WhqtFg#
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/television&pos=Frame4A&sn2=4314d475/e9a8133b&sn1=9e6d1ad7/e1e2d2a1&camp=FSL2013_ArticleTools_120x60_1849317b_nyt5&ad=TWWB_120x60_April17_ADX&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Efoxsearchlight%2Ecom%2Fthewaywayback
http://tvlistings.nytimes.com/tvlistings/ZCGrid.do?aid=nyt
http://tv.nytimes.com/2013/05/28/arts/television/brooklyn-da-begins-on-tuesday-on-cbs.html?src=un&feedurl=http%3A%2F%2Fjson8.nytimes.com%2Fpages%2Farts%2Ftelevision%2Findex.jsonp
http://tv.nytimes.com/2013/05/28/arts/television/brooklyn-da-begins-on-tuesday-on-cbs.html?src=un&feedurl=http%3A%2F%2Fjson8.nytimes.com%2Fpages%2Farts%2Ftelevision%2Findex.jsonp
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/television&pos=Bar1&sn2=25cfff7e/cbd1360f&sn1=a4e91fd7/924a9607&camp=nyt2013_digi_sub_memday_bar1_hp_ros_3JYH4_3JYH3&ad=memday_last_bar1_hp_3JYH4_3JYH3&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimes%2Ecom%2Fsubscriptions%2FMultiproduct%2Flp3HY66%2Ehtml%3Fadxc%3D215961%26adxa%3D338866%26page%3Dwww.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/television/03soul.html%26pos%3DBar1%26campaignId%3D3JYH4
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/television&pos=Bar1&sn2=25cfff7e/cbd1360f&sn1=7736dbfc/a1f93866&camp=nyt2013_digi_sub_memday_bar1_hp_ros_3JYH4_3JYH3&ad=memday_last_bar1_hp_3JYH4_3JYH3&goto=https%3A%2F%2Fnytimesathome%2Ecom%2Fhd%2F210%3FMediaCode%3DW22EJ%26CMP%3D3JYH3
https://myaccount.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=http://www.nytimes.com/2009/01/03/arts/television/03soul.html?_r=2&adxnnl=1&adxnnlx=1369747614-85HTjxP5Is1/RVi9WhqtFg
https://myaccount.nytimes.com/gst/regi.html
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter/sitehelp.html


5/28/13 ‘Sweet Soul Music,’ on PBS, Captures a 1967 Concert by the Stax/Volt Revue - NYTimes.com

www.nytimes.com/2009/01/03/arts/television/03soul.html?_r=2&adxnnl=1&adxnnlx=1369747614-85HTjxP5Is1/RVi9WhqtFg 2/3

Bill Carrier, Courtesy of Stax Records
Dave Prater, left, and Sam Moore are
featured in “Sweet Soul Music: Stax
Live in Europe 1967,” a concert film to
be broadcast nationwide on PBS in
March.
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Bill Carrier, Courtesy of Stax Records
Booker T. Jones, seated, and from left,
Steve Cropper, Al Jackson and Lewis
Steinberg.

Enlarge This Image

Bill Carrier, Courtesy of Stax Records
The Mar-Keys: from left, Andrew Love
on saxophone, Wayne Jackson on
trumpet and Packy Axton on tenor
saxophone.

Stax Records did not choose timid singers. The tour lineup
was all belters — Redding, Sam & Dave, Eddie Floyd and
Arthur Conley — who bounced percussive phrases off the
band’s unswerving beat. They were R&B troupers from an
era when performers didn’t need to lip-sync when they
danced. The Stax singers commanded the stage with moves
no choreographer taught them, and they didn’t rest until
their audience became an ecstatic congregation.

The revue was videotaped for television on April 7, 1967, in
Oslo. (The PBS special is a shorter version of a DVD,
“Stax/Volt Revue: Live in Norway 1967,” which is available
from the Stax Museum in Memphis, staxmuseum.org.) The
Norwegian audience, which gets generous camera time
throughout, looks earnestly appreciative as Booker T. and
the M.G.’s steam into “Green Onions,” with Steve Cropper
flicking out vicious jabs of blues guitar. When the singers
take over, they don’t settle for head-bobbing and hand-
clapping as a response. One after another, they knock
themselves out. Just about every song ratchets itself up,
drops back down and then pushes toward a double-time
gospelly surge over the top.

Mr. Conley praises fellow soul singers in “Sweet Soul
Music,” twitching and hopping across the stage, insisting
that the audience call out names like James Brown. Mr.
Floyd, moving with a backwards, gliding step that looks
oddly balletic, revs up the crowd during “Raise a Hand”
until it swarms toward the stage, to be restrained by
uniformed security guards. Mr. Floyd calls the men in
uniform “soldiers on the front line” before inviting them to
join in.

But they are only warm-ups for Sam & Dave and for
Redding. Sam & Dave, flaunting the contrast and blend

between Sam Moore’s pearly tenor and Dave Prater’s rugged baritone, volley vocal lines
while they shimmy, twirl and strut all over the place. One well-chosen camera shot, amid
the otherwise workmanlike direction of the old TV footage, shows the duo’s dancing feet
alongside the synchronized steps of the Mar-Keys. During “Soothe Me,” even the TV crew
succumbs to the frenzy; the camera starts swooping in and out, as if Sam & Dave were
singing “Zoom Me.”

Redding would “slosh through puddles of Sam & Dave’s sweat to get out to the stage,” says
the trumpeter Wayne Jackson in an on-screen interview, “and then he would add a gallon
of his own sweat to the lake.” Redding arrives with a huge smile to sing about sorrow in
“Fa-Fa-Fa-Fa-Fa (Sad Song).” He sounds plaintive and then exultant in “My Girl,”
accelerates into overdrive for “Shake,” matches Al Jackson’s rat-a-tat drumming with
stamping footwork in “Satisfaction” and carries “Try a Little Tenderness” from bluesy
concern to soul catharsis.

To the bewilderment of the M.C., Redding struts offstage and returns again and again and
again, barking out the chorus while the band slams away and the crowd seizes the chance
to rush the stage. Moments later the show is over, and the Norwegian audience decorously
files out — wondering, perhaps, what had just hit it.

This article has been revised to reflect the following correction:

Correction: January 8, 2009

Picture captions on Saturday with a music column about a film from the 1967 Stax/Volt
Revue tour of Europe that was broadcast on WLIW, using information provided by the

Log in to discover more articles
based on what you‘ve read.

  What’s This? | Don’t Show

4. CRITIC’S NOTEBOOK
The Music Behind Liberace’s Capes, Jewels
and Candelabra

5. MUSIC REVIEW
Mad King Stalks the Stage, Ready to Shock

6. Concert Industry Struggles With ‘Bots’ That
Siphon Off Tickets

7. LETTER
‘Classical Music Is Dying’

8. 4,300 Singers Gather in Russia

9. NEIGHBORHOOD JOINT | THEATER DISTRICT
Amid the Din, Les Bons Temps Rouler

10. MUSIC REVIEW
Where Better to Play a Theremin Than on a
Boat?

Ads by Google what's this?

trivago™ 600,000 Hotels
trivago™ Save Up to 78% on Hotels.

Compare over 160 Booking Sites!

trivago.com/Hotel-PriceComparison

javascript:pop_me_up2('http://www.nytimes.com/imagepages/2009/01/03/arts/03soul_CA2.ready.html','03soul_CA2_ready_html','width=720,height=584,scrollbars=yes,toolbars=no,resizable=yes')
javascript:pop_me_up2('http://www.nytimes.com/imagepages/2009/01/03/arts/03soul_CA0.ready.html','03soul_CA0_ready_html','width=720,height=648,scrollbars=yes,toolbars=no,resizable=yes')
javascript:pop_me_up2('http://www.nytimes.com/imagepages/2009/01/03/arts/03soul_CA0.ready.html','03soul_CA0_ready_html','width=720,height=648,scrollbars=yes,toolbars=no,resizable=yes')
javascript:pop_me_up2('http://www.nytimes.com/imagepages/2009/01/03/arts/03soul_CA1.ready.html','03soul_CA1_ready_html','width=720,height=690,scrollbars=yes,toolbars=no,resizable=yes')
javascript:pop_me_up2('http://www.nytimes.com/imagepages/2009/01/03/arts/03soul_CA1.ready.html','03soul_CA1_ready_html','width=720,height=690,scrollbars=yes,toolbars=no,resizable=yes')
http://staxmuseum.org/
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/recommendations/module&pos=MostPop&sn2=e755a705/f991e837&sn1=adf511f3/5c8a869&camp=StateFarm_AutoAcquisitionPSq1q4-1857227c-nyt1&ad=AutoAcquisitionPSq1q4.RecEngine.dart168x28.May&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fad%2Edoubleclick%2Enet%2Fclk%3B266474486%3B93855111%3Bt
http://www.nytimes.com/login
http://www.nytimes.com/regi
http://www.nytimes.com/content/help/extras/recommendations/recommendations.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/28/arts/music/liberace-examined-as-a-piano-player.html?src=recg
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/28/arts/music/liberace-examined-as-a-piano-player.html?src=recg
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/25/arts/music/cantata-profana-at-roulette.html?src=recg
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/25/arts/music/cantata-profana-at-roulette.html?src=recg
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/27/business/media/bots-that-siphon-off-tickets-frustrate-concert-promoters.html?src=recg
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/27/business/media/bots-that-siphon-off-tickets-frustrate-concert-promoters.html?src=recg
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/27/opinion/classical-music-is-dying.html?src=recg
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/27/arts/music/4300-singers-gather-in-russia.html?src=recg
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/27/arts/music/4300-singers-gather-in-russia.html?src=recg
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/26/nyregion/at-connollys-in-the-theater-district-les-bon-temps-rouler.html?src=recg
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/26/nyregion/at-connollys-in-the-theater-district-les-bon-temps-rouler.html?src=recg
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/28/arts/music/rob-schwimmer-on-theremin-at-bargemusic.html?src=recg
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/28/arts/music/rob-schwimmer-on-theremin-at-bargemusic.html?src=recg
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/television&pos=Middle5&sn2=47b21ce6/6633a8f7&sn1=99a77c6c/12aaf2bf&camp=nyt2013_digi_sub_memday_300x79_ros_3JY99&ad=memday_last_300x79_ros_3JY99&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimes%2Ecom%2Fsubscriptions%2FMultiproduct%2Flp3HY66%2Ehtml%3Fadxc%3D217020%26adxa%3D338885%26page%3Dwww.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/arts/television/03soul.html%26pos%3DMiddle5%26campaignId%3D3JY99
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/faq/linkingqa16.html
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CfEESsLCkUaesKJHS0AHB5ICoCJCJmcQF-OzR13rAjbcBEAEgnPP4AVCS6fjeA2DJ3pyH0KPYD6AB6P-JxwPIAQGpAhSjY5X2sLU-qAMBqgSDAU_QXZ3rCk4naoJDRm7DBulm6g2S1zG4FATu75Iz-oxyhb7yL_7OF_uZ-Ue81WyJygg_VxweUPuQ7YaolOzHFtSjk11wnwUkuFCp0Clm5uM7MTzbIJ1aknzmlk9zNKPjQdPbFFYd2lSiqq9X1SVYcztKP6UFRIHcauNvMOGKYHdJAUxIiAYBgAeAgPY4&num=1&cid=5Ggm_InF6bSwo6lYh52FOwtg&sig=AOD64_19VpcGrPGpQDZDDYZmfBUQiBI9sg&client=ca-nytimes_article_var&adurl=http://www.trivago.com/%3FiPathId%3D34298%26cip%3D20140007
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CfEESsLCkUaesKJHS0AHB5ICoCJCJmcQF-OzR13rAjbcBEAEgnPP4AVCS6fjeA2DJ3pyH0KPYD6AB6P-JxwPIAQGpAhSjY5X2sLU-qAMBqgSDAU_QXZ3rCk4naoJDRm7DBulm6g2S1zG4FATu75Iz-oxyhb7yL_7OF_uZ-Ue81WyJygg_VxweUPuQ7YaolOzHFtSjk11wnwUkuFCp0Clm5uM7MTzbIJ1aknzmlk9zNKPjQdPbFFYd2lSiqq9X1SVYcztKP6UFRIHcauNvMOGKYHdJAUxIiAYBgAeAgPY4&num=1&cid=5Ggm_InF6bSwo6lYh52FOwtg&sig=AOD64_19VpcGrPGpQDZDDYZmfBUQiBI9sg&client=ca-nytimes_article_var&adurl=http://www.trivago.com/%3FiPathId%3D34298%26cip%3D20140007


5/28/13 ‘Sweet Soul Music,’ on PBS, Captures a 1967 Concert by the Stax/Volt Revue - NYTimes.com

www.nytimes.com/2009/01/03/arts/television/03soul.html?_r=2&adxnnl=1&adxnnlx=1369747614-85HTjxP5Is1/RVi9WhqtFg 3/3

A version of this review appeared in print on January 3, 2009, on page C1 of the New York edition with the headline: Raising
a Soulful Ruckus on Foreign Turf.
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station, misidentified several performers. The identities were reversed for the picture of
Sam Moore and Dave Prater (Sam & Dave). Mr. Prater was on the left and Mr. Moore
on the right. In the picture of Booker T. Jones and three members of his band, the man at
the right was Lewis Steinberg, not Donald Dunn. In a picture of a saxophone player and
the trumpeter Wayne Jackson, the saxophonist was Andrew Love, not Floyd Newman.
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